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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Art Unit: 3764 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Brawne (U.S. 
5,805,138). Referring to claim 1, Brawne discloses in figures 2a-2f, a base (216) a 
vertical member (202) disposed on the top of approximately the rear end of the base, 
the vertical member having first and second ends, with the first end adapted for 
mounting onto the base, wherein the vertical member is resistively flexible in the 
transverse axis, anterior-posterior axis, and longitudinal axis, a pair of arms disposed on 
the second end of the vertical member, wherein each arm has an end extending 
towards the front of the base, wherein the arms form a cradle, a hand grip, and a first 
sensor for sensing and transmitting signals in response to movement of the vertical 
member. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2-19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brawne 
in view of Leatham (6,727,884). Referring to claims 2-9, Brawne teaches the claimed 
invention with the exception of various control buttons. Leatham teaches in an 
analogous device various buttons and corresponding sensors. Specifically, Leatham 
teaches a wheel, control button, throttle, and trigger. The feature of providing various 
user input buttons to the device of Brawne is considered obvious in view of the 
teachings of Leatham in order to provide a variety of user input buttons for various 
interface commands. Referring to claims 10-13, Brawne discloses the vertical member 
providing resistance to flexing movement, and further teaches a sensor sensing 
movement in the transverse, anterior-posterior, and longitudinal axes. Referring to 
claims 14-15, as best understood, the modified Brawne device suggests a feedback 
mechanism between the vertical member, the hand grip, and the user output via signal 
transmission. 

5. Referring to claims 16-19, the modified Brawne device suggests the claimed 
method, as the method steps amount to providing the claimed structure as noted above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fenn C. Mathew whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4978. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am - 5:30pm. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




F.C. Mathew 
March 27, 2007 



